AP English Language and Composition 2011 - 2012                                      Mrs. Allen                                                
Summer Reading Assignments

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
The Story of English by Robert McCrum, William Cran, and Robert MacNeil
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
Vocabulary from Classical Roots, Book D (provided)
All School Read

Complete the all school Power Point assignment. This assignment should be submitted digitally to me no later than August 26, 2011, at anallen@thesalisburyschool.org 
AP English Books

In addition to the all school assignment, you will write three essays, one for each book, and study the vocabulary book. The essays will be due at intervals throughout the summer rather than all of them due in September. The order of the books you read and write about doesn’t matter, but you should e-mail me an essay on the first of July, August, and September to anallen@thesalisburyschool.org 
July 1st  First essay
August 1st Second essay
August 26th – All school book Power Point

September 1st Third Essay
The Glass Menagerie and The Kite Runner
Write a 500 word essay for each of these two books on one of the following topics. Choose a different topic for each book.
1. Character Study -- Describe in detail a major character in the story (this can be the 
protagonist, but it can also be another significant character). Although descriptions of the character’s physical appearance are relevant, focus your attention on the actions of the character, the reactions of other characters to him or her, even what the character does not say or do at important moments. Why did you choose this topic for that book?

2. Setting – Often the setting of a novel or play is central to the story, not merely a random time and place. You can’t always pick up the story, move it to a different time and place, and maintain the same story. Choose the setting of one of the readings and describe how it is essential to this work. Does it help us understand the main character or provide a motivation? Does it contribute to a major conflict? Does it in some way suggest the theme? Could it be symbolic? Why did you choose this topic for that book?

3. Theme – What do you believe is the underlying theme of this story? How does the author convey this theme? Does he or she convey it in different ways throughout the story? Are there multiple themes, and if so, are they in some way connected? Why did you choose this topic for that book?

4. Symbolism – Has the author used symbolism in a significant way? Describe one or more symbols and how they are important to the theme, character, conflict, etc. Is the symbolism obvious or subtle? Why did you choose this topic for that book?

The Story of English
Although this book is described as a complete history of the English language, it is not altogether objective. Write a 500 word essay explaining your impressions of the book’s biases and tone. Consider what has been included and what has not, what is emphasized and what is merely touched upon. What did you learn that you did not know before? Were you able to make connections between this history of our language and the language we use today?

All three of your essays should demonstrate a careful reading of the book or play. You should include short quotations from the book or play that help illuminate your subject (e.g. a character’s action, a brief description of the setting.) Each essay should be well organized with a thesis statement, at least three well developed body paragraphs with clear topic sentences, and a conclusion that describes the significance of your observations to the text. 
Vocabulary from Classical Roots, Book D
As part of your continuing preparation for the SAT and for reading comprehension in general, you should make a regular effort to study the words in this vocabulary book. You will be tested on all the words in this vocabulary book when school starts in September.  You do not have to complete all the exercises in the book, but they would be a logical and useful way for you to learn the words (I recommend exercises A, B, and C in each chapter). In addition, I’ll create and send weekly vocabulary tests and answer sheets via e-mail during the summer. Again, you will not be required to take these, but they will be a useful means of learning the words. Your grade on this vocabulary test will be included in your first trimester grades.

###

An important part of your success in all Advanced Placement classes is your ability to organize your time and to work independently.  If you have problems turning in your summer assignments on the designated dates, you should reconsider taking this course.  Also, if you postpone work on the vocabulary workbook, you’re likely to encounter some frantic memorization and possible failure of the comprehensive test in September.  How you handle your summer assignment will be a clear indicator to me of how you will handle your work during the year.

